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Letters

Furman ALUMNI NEWS

Julia Wright Stark ’46, August 30,

Colo., St. Louis, Mo., and Seattle, Wash.

Baptist associations and was a member of

for many years. He was superintendent of

San Antonio, Texas. She worked for a time

He was also an ecological instructor at the

the board of directors for Southern Mutual

Saluda County School District 1 from 1975

as a social worker.

Grand Canyon and a research biologist and

Church Insurance Company.

to 1976 and retired as principal of Irmo

Ruth Tysinger Whitlock ’46, July 9,

supervisory naturalist at the University of

Amaryllis Vaughn Linderman, M.S.

High in 1986. He was selected Outstanding

Clemson, S.C. She worked for First National

Hawaii. In 1974 he received the Western

’58, June 16, Huntersville, N.C. Amy retired

Principal of the Year by the South Carolina

Bank in Greenville and was a church organ-

Carolina University Distinguished Alumni

as an elementary school teacher.

School Counselor Association.

THERE’S MORE TO THE STORY
THE SUMMER 2011 ISSUE of Furman had

I READ THE STORIES ABOUT 9/11 in the Summer

an outstanding article about Coach Chuck Rohe

2011 magazine with great interest, since it is a topic

and Furman track. Coach Rohe deserves all the

of particular significance to me and my family.

accolades mentioned in the article and actually

children when the first plane hit. My daughter Magee

ist, accompanist, seamstress and storyteller.

Service Award for scientific achievement

Charlotte A. McElveen ’60, August

John Kelly Talkington, Jr. ’68, June 22,

and administration of National Park Service

15, Florence, S.C. She earned her master’s

Anderson, S.C. A football player at Furman,

6, Greenville. He was a U.S. Army veteran of

research. From 1984 to 1989 he was a

degree in reading instruction from Georgia

he was a certified public accountant in

article omitted the biggest and best compliment

Anderson for more than 40 years.

for Coach Rohe. When he arrived in 1957 the

member of the N.C. State Environmental

State University and an additional 30 hours

I was at the World Trade Center with two of my

many more.

Waco Franklin Childers, Jr. ’47, August
World War II and received the Purple Heart.

9/11 STORIES STRUCK A CHORD

The purpose of this letter is that I believe the

was 11 at the time; she is currently a senior at Furman. Thankfully, we escaped without physical injury,
but living just a few blocks north of the site, we are

He was founder of Waco F. Childers, Jr., Inc.,

Management Commission. He received the

beyond that in supervision and administra-

Marilyn Jobe Hendricks ’71, August

track team was a bunch of walk-ons who had no coaching — just a group of

and was the benefactor of several major

Order of the Long Leaf Pine for his service

tion from the University of South Carolina.

8, Easley. She was a retired school teacher,

good old friends having fun. The year before they had scored two points in the

organizations. He was a member of Ameri-

to the state of North Carolina, and in 1999

After teaching in the Atlanta area in the

piano teacher and director of First Baptist

Southern Conference meet by finishing the mile relay.

can Legion Post No. 3 and was national

he was named Canton Paper Town Person

1960s and early 1970s, she moved to

Church of Easley Child Development Center.

president of the American Humane Society.

of the Year.

Florence to work with District 1 schools as

Smith Griffin Hendricks, Jr. ’72, July

and worked with outdoor track to develop a full schedule of practices, six

Both children have chosen areas of study in college that have been inspired by what

Patricia Hadden Senn ’49, August 13,

Robert Edward Davis, Jr. ’54, June 15,

a language arts coordinator for grades 4-8.

12, Easley, S.C. He was former vice presi-

to seven days a week. He took them from a rag-tag group to a formidable

they did in the days and months that followed — things which helped them renew

Seneca, S.C. She was a longtime teacher

Camden, S.C. He earned his medical degree

In 1987 she became director of federal pro-

dent of Piedmont Plush Mills and owner of

track team by 1959. He was then able to start recruiting quality scholarship-

their spirit, hold onto their humanity and live life joyfully.

in Oconee County schools.

from the University of South Carolina School

grams for the district, and during the next

K&M Fabrics. He served as Pickens County

caliber athletes.

Thomas Edward Dyar ’50, July 1, Easley,

of Medicine. He interned at the University

four years she began a Title 1 Parent Train-

Elections Commissioner and Planning Com-

S.C. He was pastor of Baptist churches in

of Alabama-Birmingham, was base surgeon

ing Program, coordinated with the school

missioner and was a U.S. Army veteran.

team during the first two years of Coach Rohe’s tenure. In fact, I don’t think

enced as the building exploded above our heads. Perhaps more significantly, I was

South Carolina, North Carolina and Tennes-

at Goodfellow Air Force Base in San Angelo,

district and federal government to purchase

Cynthia Lawrence Royaards Huey

there is a Furman athlete from the 1958–59 spring sports in the Furman Athletic

reminded to be thankful that my children and my family not only survived, but grew

see for more than 60 years, retiring from

Texas, and completed his surgical residency

the Parent Center building in Florence, and

’79, June 16, Greenville. She worked as

launched a Title 1 program for 3-year-olds

an accounting supervisor with the water

through the experience.

Parkwood Baptist in Greenville in 1991. He

at Greenville General Hospital, where he

Hall of Fame except for golf and cheerleading.

served with the U.S. Army in the European

was chief surgical resident. He practiced

to give them an early start in developmental

system in Spartanburg, S.C.

Theater.

general surgery in Camden for 30 years,

activities.

William Dallas Holland ’96, August 25,

Geraldine Holland Pickens ’50, August

during which time he was chief of staff

Grace Aline Johnson Edwards ’61,

Palm Beach Gardens, Fla. He was employed

4, Greenville. She worked in the Greenville

at Kershaw County Memorial Hospital.

September 1, Tryon, N.C.

by United Dominion Industries in Charlotte,

Hospital System for many years before retir-

He was board certified and a Fellow of

Marcus Barak Sanders ’61, August 18,

N.C., and London, England, before going

ing in 1993.

the American College of Surgeons. He was

Walhalla, S.C. He served in the U.S. Navy

to graduate school. He earned his MBA

constantly reminded of the events of that day.
Neither of my children will ever escape the memory of the horrific events they
witnessed. However, in the days that followed, we all discovered the resiliency of

Coach Rohe changed all that almost immediately. He added indoor track

the American spirit and, through service to others, found the tools to live life fully.

This past June, Magee was interviewed for “Nick News with Linda Ellerbee” for

It seems the athletic department has ignored the accomplishments of this

The 1959 team defeated Clemson (for the first time in approximately 35

a special program about 9/11. Watching it, I was reminded of the terror we experi-

We will spend this anniversary at our restaurant, located in the neighborhood

years) and the University of Miami. The team’s performance at the Southern

just north of the WTC, where we spent the hours, days and months after the terror

Conference championships was also a surprise for everyone, since it finished

attacks. We expect to see many of those who sought refuge with us that day, and

second after finishing ninth just two years earlier. Four first-place individual

those we served for weeks that followed.

championships and four school records were recorded at this meet. There was

I thought you would like to know. Thank you for your articles.

also improvement in cross country as well as indoor track, with the team actually
bringing home medals in the Atlantic Coast Conference Indoor Championships.

— KATHY CAPSOUTO

Olin C. Scott ’50, June 27, West Colum-

a U.S. Air Force veteran and a member of

and U.S. Air Force and later retired from

from Indiana University and worked in the

bia, S.C. He served in the U.S. Army during

the American Legion.

the South Carolina Army National Guard.

financial industry in Baltimore, New York

World War II and retired from the Federal

Allen Hawkins Campbell, Jr. ’57, July

He was also retired from Schlumberger, an

and Chicago before moving to Florida to

Aviation Administration after 27 years

22, Spartanburg, S.C. He was a veteran of

oilfield service company, where he worked

help manage his family’s business.

determination track moved to the forefront of sports at Furman and received

as an air traffic controller.

the U.S. Army and recipient of the Purple

for 26 years.

Louisa Burns Cartledge, July 21,

national acclaim.

Garrett A. Smathers ’52, June 7,

Heart. He enjoyed a lengthy career with

Tony Etnyre ’62, June 12, Columbus, Ind.

Black Mountain, N.C. She was a reference

Waynesville, N.C. He was a U.S. Army

the South Carolina Tax Commission as an

He spent the majority of his career in the

librarian at Furman from 1972 to 1981.

lives and will always be appreciative of his motivation, support and guidance.

WHEN I CAME ACROSS the Flash Mob article in the

veteran of World War II, serving with a tank

investigator in the Criminal Investigations

hotel industry, most recently serving as

The director’s office in the James B. Duke

All alumni and the current student body should be made aware of the accom-

Summer 2011 magazine, I had to chuckle because

destroyer division in Normandy. He held

Department.

owner/operator of the Quality Inn in

Library is named in her honor. She was a Phi

plishments and success of his first two teams. Those are outstanding years and

someone felt it necessary to explain to those of us over

advanced degrees from Western Carolina

Ernestine White Howard ’57, Sep-

Seymour, Ind., and the Holiday Inn in

Beta Kappa graduate of Randolph-Macon

should not be forgotten in Furman’s athletic history.

30 what a Flash Mob is. I know 53 must seem nearly

University and the University of Hawaii. Early

tember 7, Simpsonville, S.C. She was a

Gallipolis, Ohio. He was a member of

Woman’s College in Virginia and initially

in his career he was a principal, teacher and

member of the Daughters of the American

Kiwanis, Rotary International, and the

worked with the American Red Cross and

coach at Bethel High School, and a chem-

Revolution and the United Daughters of the

Aircraft Owners and Pilots Association.

with several theatre groups, including a year

The writer, a 1959 graduate, was a captain of Furman’s cross country and track

istry instructor at Asheville-Biltmore Junior

Confederacy. She volunteered with Meals

John Marlow Ryan ’62, July 19, 2010,

in Stockholm, Sweden, where she helped to

and field teams. He won two state titles and a conference title in the 880-yard

College. He went on to work as a naturalist

on Wheels and enjoyed genealogy research.

Ridgeland, S.C. After retiring from the U.S.

establish an English-speaking theatre. She

dash, and was the conference two-mile champion in 1959. He is a physician in

for North Carolina’s Blue Ridge Parkway,

Paul Martin Sullivan, Jr. ’57, July 17,

Postal Service, “Cookie” worked with Sauls

went on to teach English, drama and history

Anderson, S.C.

Lava Beds National Monument in California,

Brunswick, Ga. After graduating from

Funeral Home in Bluffton, S.C.

at several secondary schools before earning

and the National Park Service in Hawaii. He

Southeastern Baptist Theological Seminary,

Major Van McCarty, M.A.’65, August

her Master of Library Science degree from

was a scientist for the National Park Services

he served churches in four South Carolina

20, Saluda, S.C. He was a teacher, coach

the University of North Carolina.

and National Space Technology Labora-

towns. He held numerous positions in

and principal in South Carolina schools

The accomplishments of this walk-on group were the start of Furman’s
impressive track history under the leadership of Coach Rohe. Because of his

All members of these teams realize the influence Coach Rohe had on their

— JUAN A. BROWN

The writer’s family runs Capsouto Freres, a New York restaurant. Her daughter
is double-majoring in philosophy and violin performance and is concert master
of the Furman Symphony Orchestra.

STILL SAVVY AFTER ALL THESE YEARS

dead to you, but I assure you we still manage to get
out at our age. Oh, and I used the barcode app on my
iPad 2 to view the video, by the way.
— JILL TILLMAN

The writer, a 1980 graduate, stays hip and current in Pittsburgh, Pa.

tories, and for science centers in Denver,
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